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‘... Strange to say, the cold-hearted Narcissus himself also came to a sad and lonely 

end, meeting the same fate he had caused to fall upon the pretty nymph whose 

love he had thrust aside so unkindly. 

It happened one day that, being very thirsty, Narcissus made his way to a deep 

pool of water to quench his thirst; and, as he bent down to drink, he suddenly caught 

sight of his own face reflected in the clear water below.  He was so overcome with 

delight and surprise at the sight of his own wonderful beauty that he could not take 

his eyes off the charming picture that met him. 

The longer Narcissus gazed into the pool the more delighted he became; and at 

last he grew to love the picture of his own beautiful face so dearly that nothing could 

tear him away from the spot.  At first, he thought the fair face that looked up into his 

own was that of a lovely nymph; and he was just about to plunge into the pool to 

catch her in his arms, when he suddenly discovered that it was his own image he 

was gazing at. But even though he now knew that he had fallen in love with his own 

beautiful face, he still could not bear to tear himself away; and so at last, like Echo, 

he gradually pined away and died. 

And after he had breathed his last, the gods, in their pity for his sad fate, changed 

his wasted body into a beautiful sweet-scented flower that ever afterwards was 

called by his name, and which blossomed year after year on the banks of the pool 

of water into the clear depths of which he had gazed so long at the lovely picture of 

himself which had brought him to so sad an end’. 
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